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reluctance. He revealed the despair of the man of creative
spirit who sees his opportunity irrevocably passing. He
spoke with passion of his ideas of a broad German policy
of peaceful evolution. He denounced the revival of the
Hohenzollern policy of adventure, of hysterical enthusiasms
and lightning decisions. We spoke of the chances of up-
setting the regime, and discussed plans and personalities
for a new coup d'etat.

Hentig was living with a friend who was carried off by the
Gestapo on June 30, 1934. I do not know whether this man
was executed. If Hentig had still been in Germany he
would, with his impulsiveness, have shot the Gestapo official
and have had to flee the country. It was fortunate for him
that he left Germany a few days earlier. This, at all events,
was the view her Excellency his old mother expressed to
me. Perhaps it was not so fortunate for him. In exile, with
his energy and initiative, he would have succeeded in time
in organizing formidable opposition to Nazism.

This same impulsiveness had brought him into difficulties
in private life that had interfered with his professional
career. He was a man of great activity both in sport and
in the things of the mind, highly trained and highly edu-
cated, and his gift of inspiration showed itself in his inter-
course with younger or inexperienced officials. For some
time he was responsible for the training of the young diplo-
mats. He worked with them in labour camps, came into
close contact with American work-students, and had original
ideas on the subject of the professional training of diplomats.
He was eminently what men call a good comrade*

On that afternoon he expounded his ideas to me. He
considered that the new State must on no account become a
centralist power. He spoke with passion of his opposition
to dictatorship, tyranny, and omnipotent machinery of
government. As regards the "national rising" under the
Nazis, he admitted that it had got rid of the evil system of
pseudo-democracy with its tyranny of a majority coalitioii.
What was needed in his view was the creation of auto*
nomous centres of public life in which the State and Par-
liament would be merely two out of several .elements of
equal rank*
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